
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

SOUTH KENTUCKY RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ) 
CORPORATION 1 

) 
) CASE NO. 94-518 
) 

ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF COMMISSION ) 
REGULATION 807 KAR 5:041 ) 

O R D E R  

South Kentucky Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation ("South 

Kentucky"), a Kentucky corporation which engages in the 

distribution of electricity to the public for compensation for 

light, heat, power, and other uses, and which was formed under KRS 

279.010 to 279.220, is a utility subject to Commission 

jurisdiction. KRS 278.010; KRS 279.210. 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of services by utilities. Pursuant 

to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated Commission 

Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3, which requires electric 

utilities to maintain their plant and facilities in accordance with 

the standards of the National Electrical Safety Code (1990 edition) 

( "NESC" ) . 
Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an Electrical 

Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 29, 1994, 

appended hereto, which alleges: 

1. On August 4, 1994, Jeff Belcher received an electric 

shock when the track drill which he was operating came into contact 



with a 120-volt electric underground service. The underground 

service was located on or near Kentucky Highway 769, approximately 

two miles from Somerset, Kentucky. 

2. At the time of the incident, the electric underground 

service in question failed to comply with the minimum burial depth 

standards set forth in National Electrical Safety Code Section 

353D2. 

3. At the time of the incident, South Kentucky owned and 

operated the underground service. 

4 .  As a result of its failure to bury the underground 

service at an acceptable depth, South Kentucky is in probable 

violation of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3. 

Based on its review of the Electrical Utility Accident 

Investigation Report and being otherwise sufficiently advised, the 

Commission finds that prima facie evidence exists that South 

Kentucky has failed to comply with Commission Regulation 807 KAR 

5:041, Section 3. 

The Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS that: 

1. South Kentucky shall appear before the Commission on 

March 24, 1995 at 1O:OO a.m., Eastern Standard Time, in Hearing 

Room 1 of the Commission's offices at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, 

Kentucky, for the purpose of presenting evidence concerning the 

alleged violation of Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:041, Section 

3, and of showing cause why it should not be subject to the 

penalties prescribed in KRS 278.990(1) for this alleged violation. 
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2 .  South Kentucky shall submit to the Commission within 2 0  

days of the date of this Order a written response to the 

allegations contained in the Electrical Utility Accident 

Investigation Report. 

3 .  The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report of 

August 29, 1994, a copy of which is appended hereto, is made part 

of the record of this proceeding. 

4. Any motion requesting any informal conference with 

Commission Staff to consider any matter which would aid in the 

handling or disposition of this proceeding shall be filed with the 

Commission no later than 20 days from the date of this Order. 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 21st day of December, 1994. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
n 

& k.%JM 
Commisbioner 

ATTEST : 

. 

Executive Director 



APPENDIX 

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE KENTUCKY P U B L I C  SERVICE 
COMMISSION I N  CASE NO. 94-518 DATED DECMBER 21. 19% 
RLECTRICAL UTILITP ACCIDERT I"TIGATI0N 

DATE OF "HIS RepoRT 8-29-94 !ZlJBMITTED BY Elie El-Rouaiheb 

N W E  OF UTILITX South Kentucky RECC 

ACCIDENT RIIpoRTgD BY Donnie Burdine 

DATE ACCIDEElT OCcllRRED 8-4-94 at 6:15 p.m. 

DATE c TIME mILITp LlUUWED OF ACCIDEWP 8-4-94 at 6:37 p.m. 

DATE L TIHE ACCIDENT REPORTED 8-4-94 at 8:45 P.m. 

DATE OP AcCIDlQm ImIEa!PIGEi!rIrn 8-5-94 

DATE maMABp WRITTm RKWRT llLLs RIm5vm mom DTILITP 8-8-94 

PERSONS FSSISTIX IN TBE IfmB8TIGRTIOR Jackson Denham of South 

Kentucky RECC and Martha M. Morton of PSC 

NAWE OF VICTIH Jeff Belcher = M  AGE N/A 

PFATAL NO RAlIE OP EHPLOYER M & D General Contractors 

IEUDRIES Mr. Belcher received an electrical shock and 

experienced pain in his arm. 

LOCATION OF ACCIDERT SITE Two miles from the Somerset city limits 

out Highway 769, RR I. Box 95, Somerset, Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTIOM OF ACCIDENT Mr. Jeff Belcher was drilling holes with 

a track drill to blast a ditch for water linea. The drill bit 

contacted the underqround 120V electric line. He received an 

electrical shock and was taken to the hospital. No request was 

made to South Kentucky RECC to locate the underqround electric 

lines urior to the drillinq. At the point of the accident, the 

buried underqround electric line wae 20 inches deep and at other 
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDEWl' IlJpesTIGATION (Continued) 

points the depth ranged from 15 inches to 26 inches: however, the 

majority of the line was less than 20 inches deep. 

SOURCE OF IUFOIWATION Jackson Denham of South Kentucky RECC. 

South Kentucky RECC's accident report and an on site investiqation. 

PROBRBLE VIOLh!l!IOIpS There was one probable violation of 

Commission Regulations involved in this accident. The burial 

depth of the conductor was 20 inches, resulting in probable 

violation of 807 KAR 5:041, Section 3(1), Acceptable Standards, 

which rewires compliance with the NESC. The 1990 NESC, Section 

353(D2), requires burial depth of underqround conductors with less 

than 600V phase-to-phase to be 24 inches. It should be noted that 

this violation didn't contribute to the accident. 

CORRECTIVE ACTION South Kentucky RECC indicated that the under- 

ground electric conductor is scheduled to be relocated alonq with 

some overhead electric conductors due to the construction of new 

roads in the area. The relocation of the electric lines is 

expected to be completed within 60 days from the date of the 

accident. South Kentucky should insure that the burial depth of 

the new underground conductors meet the 1990 NESC requirements. 

Voltage of line or facilities 120-24OV 

Utility: South Kentucky RECC 

Date 8-5-94 Time 12:30 p.m. 

Heasurements made by: Jackson Denham 

Submitted by: 
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Auguat 5 ,  1994 

Martha M. Morton, P.E. 
Kentucky P.S.C.  
P .O.  Box 615 
Frankfort, Ky 40602 

Martha, 

RECESVED 

Here is  a copy of the  Jeff Belcher accident report. I 
didn't sign the  other one t h a t  I gave you when you w e r e  here. 

Yours truly,  

Jackson Denham 
Supervisor , Special 
Projects Engineering 

J D / l r  

Enclosure 



INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
PUBLIC ACCIDENT 

ELECTRICAL CONTACT 

COOPERATIVE : 

JATE OF 
ACCIDENT : 

LOCATION : 

Name SOUTE KENTUCKY RURAL ELECTRIC Telophone NO. ( 6 0 6 )  678-4121 

Address 925 N. HAIN ST., P.O. BOX 910,  SOHERSET, KY 42502 

COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 

Coo erative 
08/04/94 &Not!fied 08/04/94 6x37 

At the Bohhy Loveless Reaidence - Two miles from the somerset City Limits out 
Eighway 769 (Ruah Branch Road) EOUae up on the hill on the left at 7 mile 

DESCRIPTION 
OF ACCIDENT: 

INJURED: 

EXTENT OF 
INJURY: 

TREATMENT: 

COOPERATIVE 
EMPLOYEES AT 
SCENE: 

HTTNESSES : 

In thm procemm of drilling hole. to blamt ditch for water linm, Jmff Belcher 
received an electric hock. when thm track dri l l  he wan operating nicked thm 
inmulation from and came in contact with a 120 Volt electric undorpmund mmrvice 
wire that run. from the tranafornur pole to the m t e r  on tho houme. 

N m  Addreas Telophonm NO. occupation 
1. Jeff Belcher, 3712 Camelot Dr. Apt. 4, (606)  271-4310 D r i l l  Opmrator (Rock 

Lmxington, KY 40517 Drill) on water line. 

1. complained of his arm hurting after receiving electrical shock. 

Ambulance, Doctor, Hospital, Etc. 

305 Langdon St., Somerset - E.R. personnel reported they did a thorough 
examination and could find no injury, burn mark. or anything and thmy released 
him. Advised him to check with hia family doctor if ha had any futurm problem. 

911 Dispatched Re8CUe Squad - Took Jeff to Lake Cumberland Regional Eospital, 

Name Job Title 
E a r l a n  stout - Lead Serviceman 
Rodney Jones - serviceman lmt Clams 
Jackson Denham - Supervisor, Special Projecta Engineering 
Name Address Telephone NO. 
Bobby Loveless RR7, BOX 9 5 ,  SOmOrsOt, Ky 42501 ( 6 0 6 )  678-8254 

LAW OR OTEER 

OFFICIALS 
INVESTIGATING: 

None 



?JEATtZR* AND 
:Ei(RRTN 

CONDITIONS: Bot L Bumid and threatening rain, Bowever, the ground Was very dry and rocky at  

s Y s T m  

?ROFILE: 

the accident site. 

Voltage-type 6 size conductor-type pole structures-etc. 
120 Volt Underground service wire - Direcz Burial Triplex Wire. 
in6tAlled in h 4-inch black plastic drain pip.. 

The wire was 
Thio is the service Wire that 

runs from the transformer pole EO the meter on the house. 

PROTECTIVE 
DEVICES 

DID OUTAGE 
OCCUR? 

W A S  COOPERATIVE 
NOTIFIED OR AWA 
OF WORR IN TEE 
AREA - EXPLAIN: 

CLEARRNCES: 

ADDITIONAL 

COMMENTS: 

PREPARED BY: 

Location Rating Did they oparate? TYPO 
mse At TrAnsfOrm*r 3.5 Amp NO 

CODE REQUIREMENTS 
FOR LINE IN 
QUESTION: 

AGENCY 
INVOLVED: ut.-., .Uq.r# CrM., COII .CNSCIOn .+I-nt, at=. CIYm m..YI-Iltm, &a, m.1, OZ m.rL.1 nYlb.C. 

D . . O . r f h .  M Y  W L c p I n q  mign. 

Track Drill Machine - This machine drills a small diameter hole (Appro%. 1 1/2") 

into rock and hard ground enabling the placement of explosive charges. 
machine is  mostly steel and is on steel tracks. 
the ground beside the control levers. 

The 

It is operated by standing on 

Bobby Loveless, the property owner where the Accident occurred, is A contractor 
by trade, who does digging and earth work himelf, came out and showed Jeff 
where the existing water l i n e  and buried electric l i n e  is located. Jeff began 
digging h hole a t  a location away from the l i n e s  At the top of the bluff. When 
Bobby Loveless went into the houae to get his shoes, Jeff moved the machine to 

directly over the electric l i n e  and drilled into it. when Bobby came back out 
of the house Jeff told Bobby he had found the electric line and recdved a shock 
and his arm hurt. 

- _  
Supervrsor, SpecraL EXt. 268 
Proiocts Enqin eerrnq 0 8 / 0 5 / 9 4  16061 678-4121 

\ Job Tiel. MU +.L.pboo. IO. 





M C E S  THROUGHOUT THIS ROLL OF FILM MY BE ILLEGIBLE DUE TO THE POOR 

CONDITION OF TUE ORIGNAL RECORDS. 





ATTACE"T C 

PICTURES TAWA AT TEE ACCIDKtZl' SITE 
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